
BUSINESSES 

16,045 registered tourism enterprises

in Scotland in 2024 – with 97% small

businesses and accounting for over

50% of employment in the sector

EMPLOYMENT

245,000 jobs in Scottish tourism

in 2023 – around 1 in 11 jobs 

VALUE

Contributed estimated £4.8bn

GVA to the Scottish economy

and a turnover of £9.4bn in

2021

EXPORTS

 The UK inbound tourism industry is

forecast to generate over 39m visits in

2024, with an export value of £34bn

GOLF & WHISKY TOURISM

Golf tourism is worth around £300m

annually to the Scottish economy,

while over 2m people visited

Scotch Whisky visitor centres in 2022

ECONOMIC GROWTH

2nd largest growth sector in

the Scottish economy,

accounting for 32% of total

growth sector employment
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DOMESTIC

10.6m overnight trips in

Scotland by GB residents in

2024, spending £3.3bn

COST-OF-LIVING

In 2024, the volume of domestic trips

and overnight stays was down

again compared to the previous

year. This continues to be a worrying

trend

INTERNATIONAL

4.4m international visitors to

Scotland and £3.9bn spend in

2024 – a 51% rise in visitor spend

compared to 2019 

DAY TRIPPERS

76.8m day visits to Scotland by GB

residents in 2024, generating £4bn total

day visit spend

MUST-VISIT

Edinburgh is the 2nd most-visited UK city,

while Glasgow, Aberdeen and Inverness

are in the Top 20 (overnight visits by

inbound visitors)

VISITORS

109m tourism visits to Scotland in 2023,

worth a total of £10.8bn in total visitor

spend 


