<INSERT YOUR NAME> 
<INSERT YOUR ADDRESS> 

<INSERT TODAY’S DATE>  

Scotland’s Tourism & Hospitality Sector
Champion – Connect – Invest in Jobs & Growth

Dear <INSERT CANDIDATE NAME> 

As one of your constituents, I am writing to highlight the crucial role that Scotland’s tourism and hospitality sector plays as a cornerstone of Scotland’s economy and as a force for good in my local community. 

If elected to the next Scottish Parliament, I appeal to you to prioritise tourism and hospitality as one of Scotland’s key future industries, ensuring it is supported and futureproofed to deliver on the ambition of the national tourism strategy, Scotland Outlook 2030, to be a world leader in 21st century tourism. 

<INSERT A SHORT PARAGRAPH ON YOUR BUSINESS (I.E. TYPE OF BUSINESS AND ITS ROLE IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY>   

There is often the misconception that tourism just happens, which completely underplays the hard work, dedication, resilience, creativity and innovation that happens in reality. 

The sector acts as Scotland’s shop window to the world, encouraging people to spend and invest, live, work, and study here. 

However, the perfect storm of regulatory and tax burden, along with ongoing financial insecurity and geopolitical uncertainty, have impacted on the ability of sector businesses to invest in product, place and offer. Some have had no choice but to shut their doors for good.

<INSERT HERE YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE OF RUNNING A BUSINESS AS A RESULT OF THESE PRESSURES>

Investing in our valuable tourism and hospitality sectors is an investment in generating jobs and economic growth that will be felt across all parts of Scotland. The sector delivered £11.4 billion tourism spent in 2024, while tourism-related industries are now the single biggest source of employment in Scotland, recently surpassing business and financial services.

The area of <INSERT AREA> attracted <INSERT FIGURE> total overnight visits by international and domestic visitors and generated <INSERT FIGURE> overnight spend in <INSERT YEAR DATES> . With the right conditions of success in place and investment in VisitScotland and our Destination Management Organisations, these figures have the potential to be much greater. 

To reach this potential, I ask you to deliver on the asks of The Scottish Tourism Alliance’s Holyrood Election Manifesto. The manifesto’s headline asks are:

1. CHAMPION SCOTLAND 

Recognise the sector’s crucial role in supporting the nation and local communities 
Create a dedicated, named Cabinet Secretary or Minister role – and shadow positions – to champion the tourism and hospitality sector and support cross-portfolio working, promote the importance of the sector at the heart of communities and as a major national economic driver, and empower and invest long-term in VisitScotland, EventScotland and Destination Management Organisations. 

Deliver government and sector priorities together 
Commit to working together with the sector and local authorities to deliver better regulation and supportive policy, accelerate planning and business rates reform to enable economic growth and investment in people, product and place, and use the sector as an enabler to support its wider social and environmental agenda. 

2. CONNECT SCOTLAND 

Invest in transport and digital connectivity 
Ensure that transport and digital connectivity across Scotland meet the aspirations of Scotland Outlook 2030 and keep pace with other international destinations, delivering cutting edge, reliable, sustainable and value-for-money experiences for both visitors, workers and residents alike. 

3. INVEST IN JOBS & GROWTH FOR SCOTLAND 

Empower the sector to be an economic driver 
Partner to create a Scottish Tourism and Hospitality Growth Plan and deliver greater investment to maximise the industry’s competitive edge and enhance its role as a key export industry, regenerating and enriching local communities through the multiplier effect, and investing in developing the sector’s future workforce and affordable housing. 

Safeguard and unlock future growth 
Recognise and position the tourism and hospitality sector as a future-facing industry to critically maintain Scotland’s global competitiveness, with targeted support to drive innovation and harness emerging technologies, such as AI, data and digital transformation, to effectively compete and to contribute meaningfully to the country’s net zero ambitions.

By building on the sector’s existing strengths and delivering on the asks set out in The Scottish Tourism Alliance’s manifesto, you can ensure all of the conditions of success to be a world leader in 21st century tourism are in place.

<OPTION TO OFFER FOR THE POLITICAL CANDIDATE TO VISIT YOUR BUSINESS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT IT AND THE SECTOR>

I look forward to hearing from you and to seeing you support our crucial local tourism and hospitality sector that delivers many meaningful impacts for our region.

Yours sincerely, 

<INSERT YOUR NAME> 
<INSERT YOUR JOB TITLE> 
<INSERT YOUR BUSINESS NAME>
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